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INTRODUCTION
Those who know a little history, and like to toy with the less

informed, sometimes assert that the Russians won WWII pretty
much on their own. This is, at best, a qualified truth. Others who also
know a little history tire of that argument and counter that the Rus-
sians would have lost without U.S. and British aid. That, also, is a
half-truth at best.

To begin with, half of those “Russians” weren’t Russians at all,
but rather Ukrainians, Georgians, and scores of other nationalities.
These aggregate Soviets had to deal with internal grudges far worse
than any dispute between the western allies.

They made common cause, for the most part, to fight Fascism.
They died by the millions to stop Hitler. This awesome sacrifice – far
more horrible than anything that the West had to endure – does not
receive its due outside the former Soviet lands. In the western
“truth,” Stalin killed more of his own people than Hitler. The West
may applaud the Soviets for repulsing a nasty invader, even under
their own nasty regime, but we rarely feel moved to standing ovation.

The truth is that we can hardly count how many war dead the
Soviets suffered, nor do we have any common standard to number
Stalin’s victims. He was a mass murderer. He was also the hard-
nosed leader of a state seeking utopia in the face of a hostile world.
Some of the Soviets fought despite Stalin’s shortcomings. Others
served gladly because they saw those same qualities as strengths.
A few still do.

To modern American eyes, Stalin and his supporters were cal-
lous, even to the point of evil. That said, two points should be kept in
mind. First, many of Stalin’s victims would have done the same, or
worse. The heavy hand of the Communist state wrongfully
oppressed millions. The USSR was also home to millions of violent
racists and ultra-rightists, who were only prevented from slaughter-
ing their neighbors by that same heavy hand. Certainly, Stalin’s state
took its security to paranoid excess, using terror as a weapon, but a
frightening reckoning awaited if its iron grip slipped. Whether or not
we agree with their choice, many clear-eyed Soviets willingly traded
personal freedoms to get the stability Stalin offered.

Second, the Soviets saved the western Allies from a conflict of a
far greater magnitude. Some of us would not be here – because our
father or grandfather would not have made it back alive – if the Sovi-
ets had folded their tent and waited for the Nazi regime to collapse,
or for others to take it down.

Alone, the Soviets might have won the war . . . or they might
have collapsed, giving the Nazis critical momentum. We’ll never
know. The brutal Communist rule may have cost more lives than the
Balkan feuding that it prevented. We’ll never know that, either. By
turns clumsy and cunning, awful and noble, the early Soviets were
hard men negotiating the hardest of times. At a minimum, we can
honor their monumental sacrifice by attempting to understand – if
not embrace – the tough choices that defined them.
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Soviet counterattack of 1941, 17.
Soviet Union, beginning of, 9.
Soviets (councils), 6.
Special forces, 33, 35; campaigns, 114.
Spetsnaz, 33.
Spies, top, 121.
Spoons, 59.
Stalin, Josef, biography, 53; the army

and, 28-29, 31, 33; WWII and, 4, 9-
18, 20-26.

Stalingrad, alternate history, 124;
battle for, 18-19, 34, 54, 55.

Starvation, 98-99.
Status trait, 45.
STAVKA, creation of, 14.
Steppeland, 93-94.
Strafbats, 38.
Stress and combat, 99.
SU-122 self-propelled gun, 80.
SU-76 self-propelled gun, 79.
Submachine guns, 60, 62.
Submarines, 90.
Sunburn from snow and ice, 97.
T-28 medium tank, 74.
T-44 medium tank, 75.
T-60 light tank, 72.
Tachanka, 67.
Taiga, 93.
Tank divisions, 31-32.
Tank guns, 64.
Tank hunter template, 47.
Tanks, 72-78.

Telescopes, 59.
Terrain of Eastern Front, 93.
Timoshenko, Semën, 12, 14, 15, 18;

biography, 53.
Tolbukhin, Fyodor Ivanovich, 55.
Tools, 59.
Torpedoes, 64.
Training; army, 28, 29, 34, 36-37, 100;

civilians, 29.
Trains, 39, 100, 101; destroying, 11,

21, 104, 105.
Transportation, 31, 39, 102.
Treaty at Brest-Litovsk, 8.
Trepper, Leopold, 121.
Trotsky, Leon, 6, 8-10, 28; biography,

53.
Trucks, 68-69.
Tryohtonka, 69.
Tundra, 93.
Tupolev SB-2 fast bomber, 86.
Ukraine, fighting in, 8, 22.
Ukrainians, converting to Nazi cause,

107.
Uniforms, 57.
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,

beginning of, 9.
United States, involvement in Russian

civil war, 8; involvement in WWII,
16, 17, 23, 26.

Ural Mountains, 94.
Valor, recognizing, 32.
Vasilevskiy, Aleksandr Mikhailovich,

55.

Vatutin, Nikolay Fedorovich, 19, 21,
55.

Vehicles, 66-91; design, 64; key, 66;
maintenance, 103; weapons table,
64.

Vlasov, A.A., 106-107.
Voenspets, 28.
Vorshilov’s Sharpshooters program, 29.
VSO program, 29.
War Communism, 9.
Wealth advantage, 43.
Wealth disparity, 6.
Weapons, personal, 60-63; vehicle, 64.
Wet and cold, 97.
White armies, 8.
Whiteout, 97.
Will attribute, 97-99.
Winter weather, alternate history, 122,

124.
Work of civilians, 108-109.
World War I, beginning of, 6.
World War II, alternate beginning, 122.
Wounded soldiers, 59, 100.
Yakovlev fighters, 84.
Year of 10 Victories, 22-25.
Zampolits, 28.
Zhukov, Georgy, 11, 13-17, 19, 20, 25,

26, biography, 54.
Zis trucks, 69.
ZiZ-3 M-1942 AT gun, 68.
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